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Glandular tissue. The epithelial cells composing glands are
arranged in various patterns (Fig. 2-14). In one of the sim-
plest types of gland the secreting cells form a single tube which
opens directly upon the surface (mucous membrane., skin,
etc). Such glands are called simple tubular. In other kinds'
of tubular glands the deep part of the tube becomes branched
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Fig. 2-15   Showing cross section of a racemose gland.
In other glands again, the cells surround a central more or less
spherical cavity in which the glandular secretion is received*
The cavity with its wall of secreting cells is called an acinus,
follicle or alveolus (see Fig. 2-15). The channel or duct lead-
ing from the acinus may open directly upon the surface. But
in large glands of this sort the duct joins a similar one from a
neighboring follicle to form a larger channel which unites in
turn with others of the same size. Successive unions of this
kind result in the formation of a rich root-like system of ducts,
the secretion being discharged to the surface ultimately
through a single large duct. The salivary glands and the pan-
creas are glands of this latter type, and, since the acini and the
branching system of ducts bear a resemblance to a cluster of